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A caveat to start

Dangerous goods transport is complex. While 
very similar across Australia, it’s still important 
that you’re across all relevant requirements.

The information in this presentation is a 
general overview, focusing on land transport.

The detailed provisions are found in:

The Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail 
Transport) Act 2008 (NSW)

• The Dangerous Goods (Road and Rail 
Transport) Regulation 2022 (NSW)

• The Australian Code for the Transport of 
Dangerous Goods by Road and Rail, 7th 
edition (The ADG Code)

There may be other legislation you need to 
consider.

In NSW, the regulation of dangerous goods 
transport is shared between the EPA and 
SafeWork NSW.



Topics

• Prohibited routes

• Leaking tankers

• Tanker unloading safety



Prohibited routes

A tale of two approaches

1. Xpress Transport Solutions

• Ongoing breaches by multiple drivers

• Situation not rectified when EPA investigated

• Convicted on six counts of fail to ensure safe 

transport of DG

• $52,000 in fines and costs

• Drivers convicted and fined, one driver had 

DGD licence cancelled

2. Operator with systematic approach 

to safety and compliance

• NorthConnex and nowhere safe to pull over

• Driver self-reported to company which then 

immediately self-reported to the EPA

• Investigation reveals unusual route for 

driver and client

• Company-wide safety notice and toolbox



Prohibited routes



• Continuous uncontrolled leak from API

• Foot valve, API and dust cap seals all failed

• Other failures of vehicle condition

• FRNSW required return to terminal –
compartment contents disposed as slops

Tanker leaking incidents



Tanker leaking incidents

• Failed repair weld

• Images suggest there was a weep 
before it developed into a significant 
drip – should have been spotted

• Roadside decant required

• If in doubt, don’t load



Tanker unloading safety

PREVENTING FIRE DURING A TRANSFER OPERATION

10.2.2 Distance from ignition sources

10.2.2.1 During a transfer operation into or out of a vehicle, there must be no 
source of ignition; within any hazardous area determined in accordance 
with AS/NZS 60079.10.11

Unloading must be done in accordance with Chapter 10.2 of ADG Code:



Hazardous area around 
tanker when unloading

Tanker unloading safety



Hazardous area around petrol bowsers when filling cars

Tanker unloading safety



Tanker unloading safety

• Minimum exclusion zone 4m in all 
directions from the APIs while 
unloading

• Minimum 4m exclusion zone around 
a vehicle filling up

• Exclusion zones are added when 
they intersect – therefore car cannot 
be filled within 8m of tanker 
unloading (APIs) and tank inlets



Tanker unloading safety

Minimum – closure of the lane 
next to the near side of an 
unloading tanker 

Breach of Dangerous Goods 
Regulation

• $400 for driver (transferrer)

• $4000 for occupier (corporation)

• $800 for occupier (individual)

Education of petrol station owners 
and compliance operation pending



Questions?

Environment Line: 131 555 or info@epa.nsw.gov.au
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